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18401 Word Order in Hindi Sentences: A Reference
Material

(Quotes are from Michael Shapiro’s A Primer of Modern Standard Hindi, Motilal Banarsidass,
Delhi, 1989)

pp 35-6

“5.7 Basic Word Order There are no inviolate principles of word order in Hindi. The
language, particularly in its colloquial forms, demonstrates great flexibility in the order in which
words and phrases are strung together to form sentences. The statements to follow should
therefore be looked upon as indicating tendencies observed in large numbers of sentences, but
not as exceptionless rules.

In general, the basic order of a Hindi sentence is subject-object-verb:
T fgwat AT €1 Ram speaks Hindi.

As mentioned earlier, the negative marker 7‘1_@' and question words immediately precede the

verb:

IEEIR el H F %? ‘Why is the student in school?’
IEEIRI el Cl H@' %I ‘The student is not in school.’

The word T marking yes/no questions stands at the beginning of its sentence:

T %ﬁl’l’gﬁ &hef ﬁ' %? ‘Is the student in school?’

Adverbials of various sorts tend to occur towards the beginning of a sentence, either before the
subject, or immediately after it:

FIT A Higd AT | 87 Or
T j:ﬁ%_rl' IqT T H %? Is Mohan in Agra now?’

As in English, modifiers of nouns precede the noun. Numbers, which can be considered nominal
modifiers, also precede nouns:

=1 AT a/the good man

Uh =gl Al one good man (Section 5.7, pages 35-36)

p. 72

“10.3 Adverbs Adverbs can be defined as words that qualify or modify verbs, adjectives, or
other adverbs. Hindi adverbs can be divided into adverbs of time, place, manner, degree,
affirmation or negation. In this chapter the first four of these types are discussed.
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Adverbs of time specify the time at which a verbal activity or state of affairs takes place.
Some common adverbs of time already encountered are

el ‘tomorrow, yesterday’,
NS “‘today’,

GE Tl ‘just then’,

Hdg ‘in the morning’,
ufa fea ‘every day’, etc.

Some Hindi adverbs of time consist of a postpositional phrase, that is, some word or
words followed by a postpositon, e.g.,

EE-CIRS T ‘on Wednesday’,

AT % dT8 ‘after Monday’.

The postposition T is especially common in adverbs of time, occurring in a wide variety

of expressions such as
IITH T “in the evening’,
faT T “in the day, by day’, and <{Td T “in the night, by night’.
Occasionally, Hindi adverbs of time may consist of a noun in its oblique singular form,

not followed by a postposition (e.g. T “in the morning’ [cf., AT n.m. the morning, 39 faa

‘on that day™).
Adverbs of place specify the location at which verbal actions or states of affairs take
place. They may be either single words

ZIET ‘here’,
2L ‘in this direction’

or longer postpositional phrases

a-{r ¥ “from there’,
CINIES fr ‘in the market’,
34 THAT & 20 H “in their friends’ houses’.

Adverbs of manner specify the manner in which some activity is carried out. They may
consist of a single word

STerar ‘quickly, early’

or a lengthier postpositional phrase

T ‘late’).
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The postposition T ‘with’ is used in conjunction with preceding nouns in a large number

of adverbs of manner
T I “late’ [literally ‘with a delay’],

e | ‘with difficulty [cf., HTTHT n.f, ‘difficulty’]).

Adverbs of degree specify the extent to which some adjectival quality pertains to a

qualified noun. Thus in the expression Sgd =gl 6l ‘very good banana’ the adverb of

extent Sgd describes the extent to which the banana in question can be said to be good.

pp 72-3

“10.4 Word Order It is now possible to make a fuller statement about Hindi word order than
was possible in sec. 5.7. The principles describing basic Hindi word order can now be modified
as follows:

The preferred word order in the language is Subject-Object-Verb.

(e.g. dg C'I§°h'\| I 3@ % ‘He sees the girl’.)

Where both a direct object and an indirect object are present, the latter precede the former.
§ TSl BT GTET AT E I give the food to the girl.)

Attributive adjectives precede the nouns they modify. Igd %9,|<?| QEHTId  ‘very

small building’.
Adverbs of time, place, or manner may occur either before the subject of a sentence or
immediately after it.

H e a-gr T ‘I went there yesterday’.

FeT § AgT AT

Once again, it should be emphasized that all statements about Hindi word order must be
considered only rough approximations. Any number of factors can cause Hindi sentences to
exhibit patterns of word order considerably different from what has been stated here.
Nevertheless, the above principles can be seen to describe the word order of a significant number
of sentences of the standard language, particularly in its written form.” (Sections 10.3 and 10.4
pages 72-3)

Word Order When More than One Adverb in a Sentence

from Usha Jain, Advanced Hindi Grammar 2007 Regents of the University of California.

p. 63

“If there is more than one adverb in a sentence, the standard word order is adverbs of time, then
adverbs of place, then adverbs of manner. Adverbs of degree generally precede the adjective or
adverb they modify. Again, this word order is flexible and can be easily changed to give special
emphasis.”
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Shapiro pp 232-3

«29.3 Stylistic Shifts of Word Order In conversational Hindi, the order of the
constituent parts of a sentence often differ markedly from that seen in formal styles of the
language. Deviations in word order can be quite substantial, involving all or some of the major
components of a sentence.

It is beyond the scope of this primer to discuss all of the types of permutations of word
order that can occur in the spoken language. Some shifts, however, are of such general
occurrence that even the beginning student should be aware of their existence.

In one important syntactic permutation, a word or phrase is placed after the verb in
sentence final position:

I T (AT SHT  ‘He did a lot of work’.

T =T AT 91 AT(gH {gval T “Ineed a good Hindi dictionary’.

T o T °|*5\'i QL “You’ll get juicy mangoes there’.

qTHT ST 99T AT dF ‘It will certainly rain by evening’.

In another shift, an attributive adjective, often a possessive phrase, is moved after the noun
it modifies;

ATHISTT ST IR glcd E) 65{”’] ‘His sister-in-law will stay in the Ashoka

Hotel’.
g o THTT % I & A6l & ‘That ox of ours is good for nothing’.

Forms of the copula @_’IT frequently are found moved to the beginning of colloquial

sentences:
% GIR: L fofT @O AT “It’s expensive, but buy it anyway’.

g T TSR T fZeg= 1=l ‘1 am American, but I

M H= =eg <Id % like Indian songs’

Words or phrases can also be displaced to the beginning of a sentence or clause:

wzr?raﬁ—ﬁﬁﬁalaal _§' ‘I know his wife’.

TH g HT GAT T&T GTAT Al SITaT  “This kind of food isn’t eaten around here’.

It is quite possible for more than one syntactic permutation to occur within the same
sentence:

g’?‘ﬁ' 'EI' faoetl T, 9L aET gwaa‘% ﬁ' ‘T am from Delhi, but I was born in

Bombay’.



18401 Word Order in Hindi Sentences: A Reference Material (Shapiro) page 5

[aN [aX

aTd %{\I - g Fal qH Tl “You have said very bad things’.

In general, the displacement of a word or phrase to the beginning of a sentence serves to
bring that word or phrase into greater prominence than is normal. Displacement to the end of a
sentence is more complex, and can occur either to emphasize or de-emphasize a form. When the
subject of the sentence has been moved to the end of the sentence, however, it is almost always
for purposes of de-emphasis:

HTHTSIT % 3 gi & _@' qH ‘Do you live with your (maternal) uncle?’

In this last example, the word H is included as almost an afterthought, and is said at the

conclusion of the main portion of the sentence with a minimal mount of stress.”



